Why so few vampires in NZ gothic?
I suspect that vampires in the vein of Bram Stoker’s Count Dracula or Bela Lugosi’s “lounge-lizard” rendition are too cosmopolitan for the unsophisticated NZ cultural scene.  As one of my colleagues, Jack Ross, put it: “vampires don’t wear shorts.”  Like the Scots, Kiwis are widely travelled, but we seem to trade on an image of naivete that just doesn’t square with the world-weariness of the vampire.  
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Sympathetic vampires do appear in, say, Elizabeth Knox’s novel Daylight or the feature film Perfect Creature, but these are both set outside NZ: in the Mediterranean and in a “steampunk” futuristic-past, respectively.  (Perfect Creature stars your own Dougray Scott, by the way).  NZ gothic departs from its Australian counterpart here.  Mudrooroo’s colonial vampire novels, Master of the Ghost Dreaming and The Undying, are very well-known on the other side of the Tasman Sea.
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